
1

As this past summer marked the Lobero building’s historic 
Centennial, EARL MINNIS PRESENTS and the Lobero 
Theatre Foundation presented a Free Community Block Party 
on August 10th to celebrate this memorable occasion.

The afternoon featured live concerts by big name dual 
headliners Big Bad Voodoo Daddy (whose signature sound 
blends a vibrant fusion of the classic American sounds of 
jazz, swing, and Dixieland) and Ozomatli (renowned for their 
invigorating live shows playing a unique blend of salsa, hip-
hop, reggae, rock, merengue and funk).

Thousands of Santa Barbara residents came out to 
commemorate the occasion including Mayor Randy Rowse 
and Assemblymember Gregg Hart, who welcomed the crowd 
and acknowledged 100 years of the Lobero’s positive impact 
on the arts community. Crowds of all ages packed the entire 
block of Canon Perdido Street between State and Anacapa 
streets, spending a joyful sunny Saturday from 3 – 7 PM 
dancing the day away.

Free Block Party Brings 
Santa Barbara Community 
Together
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In further recognition of the 100th Anniversary 
of the Lobero’s grand reopening, the Lobero 
Theatre Foundation also presented a special 
Centennial Celebration Concert featuring 
iconic singer-songwriter Jackson Browne 
to commemorate this historic milestone 
on August 4th. For more than five decades, 
Browne has written and performed some of 
the most literate, moving songs in 
popular music – defining a genre 
of songwriting charged with 
honesty and emotion. We 
are deeply grateful to 
Jackson for having made 
this incredibly special 
evening possible. And 
we would like to extend 
a heartfelt thanks to 
our loyal patrons and 
the Santa Barbara 
community for your 
continued support.

Jackson Browne’s 
Centennial 
Celebration Concert

Photos by David Bazemore

"The Lobero is a  

wonderful venue.  

The vibe is first class. 

I have attended many 

shows here and never 

been disappointed. Santa 

Barbara is lucky to have a 

world class theater in its 

own back yard." 
- Audience Member 
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Gold Sponsors
Jeff & Susan Bridges

Tom & Julianna Dain 

Jill Mazursky

Jack Mithun & Mercedes Millington

Leanne Schlinger

Susan & David Torrey

Platinum Sponsor

Earl Minnis

Silver Sponsors

John & Pam Deily

Katie DeWitt

Coleen & Ted Friedel

Bridget & Mark Foreman

Jeffrey & Yvette Giller

Wendy & Dave Gronsky

David Hendrickson

Ron Jones

Jim McGehee

Amanda McIntyre

Karen Poythress

Leslie & Frank Schipper

Special Thanks to our  
Centennial Sponsors

00
BUILDING CENTENNIAL

LOBERO

THEATRE

1924
2024



3

By 1922, José Lobero’s Opera House had deteriorated significantly. 
This prompted the newly-formed Lobero Theatre Company to 
award George Washington Smith and Lutah Maria Riggs the 
commission to design a new theater, intended to be the home of 
the Community Arts Association   – now known as the Community 
Arts Music Association (CAMA).

While Lutah Maria Riggs is credited with much of the Lobero’s 
interior design, including the stunning ceiling panels 
and Spanish inspired columns, it was 
George Washington Smith’s exterior 
Spanish Colonial Revival design that 
would ultimately become the “Santa 
Barbara look” post-1925.

1924 ~ 2024 Commemorating  

An Award-Winning 

100-Year-Old Building

In recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the 
Lobero Theatre, the Lobero Theatre Foundation 
is engaged in a community awareness campaign 
honoring the contributions of George Washington 
Smith and Lutah Maria Riggs – with the vision of 
creating an enhanced courtyard area to provide an 
all-weather entertainment space for stewardship, 
storage, and rental needs.

*Architectural rendering provided by Design Arc

The Building Centennial
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2023 and 2024 were exceptional years for a 
number of reasons. While the current George 
Washington Smith building turned 100 in August 
of 2024, we were able to celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of José Lobero’s original Opera 
House in February of 2023. Straddling these two 
momentous milestones allowed us to celebrate 
the legacy of José’s vision in truly significant ways, 
and with broad participation from the community. 
First, we completed a $6 million endowment 
campaign, strengthening our fiscal stability and 
allowing us to better support the performing 
arts and non-profit sectors at the Lobero. We 
also made a strong e�ort to reach out to the 
Santa Barbara community with free Block Party 
Celebrations. These events were attended by 
thousands of our local supporters, and featured 

Chubby Checker, Big Bad Voodoo Daddy 
and Ozomatli. And of course we shared some 
unforgettable nights thanks to local legends like 
Jack Johnson, Steve Postell (and others honoring 
David Crosby), and Jackson Browne. 

None of this would have been possible without 
the people who cherish this theater, love the 
performing arts, and have a vision for another 
150 years of performance on the Lobero stage. 
To our Board of Directors, the Lobero Theatre 
Associates, an incredible team of ushers, and our 
unwavering donors, we say thank you. We are 
stewards of this historic building for only a short 
time. We know that our community and those 
individuals who come after us will persist and 
ensure that the Lobero legacy lives on.

Rental Operations:

$1,540,690 (35.5%)

Programs &  

Presentations: 

$1,624,410 (38%)

Employee Costs: 

$763,735 (17.5%)

Fundraising: 

$185,051 (4%)

Management & General: 

$203,317 (5%)

Expenses

Rental  

Operations:

$1,387,153 (31%)

Programs &  

Presentations: 

$1,328,549 (29.5%)

 Income

Earned 
Income

Contributed 
Income

Individual Donors:

$1,120,588 (25%)

Foundations/ 

Government: 

$274,425 (6%)

Board of Directors: 

$132,396 (2.9%)

Corporate Sponsors: 

$93,760 (2%)

Endowment Interest: 

$163,363 (3.6%)

A Season of Community and Celebration

F I N A N C I A L S
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Adderly School Foundation 

AHA! Santa Barbara

Boxtales Theatre Company

Ceylon International Film Festival

Flamenco Arts Festival

Lights Up Theatre Company

Nebula Dance Lab

Opera Santa Barbara

Prime Time Band

Santa Barbara Choral Society

Santa Barbara Permaculture Network

Santa Barbara Revels

Santa Barbara Symphony

Santa Barbara Vocal Jazz Foundation

Santa Barbara Youth Symphony

Spirit of Fiesta Committee

State Street Ballet

State Street Ballet Academy

Thanks to the generosity of the Lobero Theatre 
Foundation's Youth and Community Program donors, we 
are proud to announce record participation levels. With 
12% of our tickets sold to students, we’ve experienced a 
5% boost in overall ticket sales. Our outreach initiatives 
have inspired over 5,000 students, fostering a love for the 
arts. On the Lobero stage, 600 young performers had the 
extraordinary chance to perform in a space that has also 
hosted acclaimed artists like Yo-Yo Ma, Martha Graham, 
and Herbie Hancock, experiencing the excitement of 
stardom firsthand. We trust that our community and those 
who follow in our footsteps will wholeheartedly uphold 
and enhance the Lobero's rich heritage for years to come. 

Access to the Lobero

Photos by Carly Otness

Listed here are the valued  

stage collaborations that  

benefited from our CAF:
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2023/2024  
Family of Donors

LAMPLIGHTER - $25,000+

Alice Tweed Tuohy Foundation

Lyn & David Anderson

The Bentson Foundation

Cabana Fund of Oregon Community Foundation

Schlinger Chrisman Foundation

 Sarah & Roger Chrisman

Coleen & Ted Friedel

Gainey Foundation

Ron Jones

Lobero Theatre Associates

Nora McNeely Hurley & the Manitou Fund

Earl Minnis

The Walter J. & Holly O. Thomson Foundation

Wood Claeyssens Foundation

WWW Foundation

 Brett & Natalie Hodges

Laura & Geof Wyatt

 In honor of Amy MacLeod

GHOSTLIGHT - $10,000+

Ann Jackson Family Foundation

Anonymous

Becton Family Foundation

Alan Porter & Brenda Blalock

Boone Graphics

Je� & Susan Bridges

Ella & Scott Brittingham

Brown Family Foundation 

Louise & Tim Casey

Lesley Cunningham & Cyndee Howard

Tom & Julianna Dain

Dancing Tides Foundation

Katie De Witt

Mindy & Chris Denson

Fenton Family Foundation

Fess Parker Family/Tim & Ashley Parker Snider

Cheryl Doty & John Gerngross

Melinda Goodman Kemp & Robert Kemp

Olive & George H. Gri�iths Charitable Foundation

Steve & Dana Hayes

Joan & Palmer G. Jackson Sr.

Susan & Palmer Jackson Jr.

Mahri Kerley

Kirby Jones Foundation

 Blake Jones, Packy Jones & Allyson Crowe

Lynne Cantlay & Dr. Robert Klein

Pacific Painting Company

Margerum Wine Co / Doug Margerum

Caron Mason

Marilyn & Richard Mazess

Jill Mazursky

Janet & John* McCann 

John C. Mithun Foundation

 Mercedes Millington & John Mithun

Montecito Bank & Trust

Je�rey Moody

Mary & Jim Morouse

Ryan W. Muzzy

RA5 Foundation

 In honor of Paige Beard

SAMsARA Wine Co/Joan & Dave Szkutak 

Santa Barbara Bowl Outreach

Towbes Fund for the Performing Arts

 a field of interest fund of the Santa Barbara Foundation

Leslie & Frank Schipper

Leanne Schlinger

Missy & Chuck Sheldon

Jill Simonson

 In memory of Gigi Tiritilli

Lauren & Torben Von Staden

The Whimsie Fund

 Wendy & Harry Atterbury

WWW Foundation

 Sharon & David Bradford

Zegar Family Fund

SPOTLIGHT - $5,000+

Amazon Alexa

American Riviera Bank

Anonymous

Arlington Financial Advisors

American Riviera Bank

Bartlett, Pringle & Wolf, LLP

Cresset Wealth Management

Cutler’s Artisan Spirits / Ian Cutler

Pamela & John Deily

Suzanne Duca & Ross Quigley

Dylan Star / Erica Brown

Elite Kitchen & Bath / Jerry Jaimes

Olivia & Steve Starkey

Farmers & Merchants

Get Together Foundation

Christine Green

David & Wendy Gronsky

David Hendrickson

Jutta Maue-Kay & John Kay

Herbert & Elaine Kendall Charitable Foundation

Amy & Don MacLeod

Jim McGeehee

McIntyre Foundation / Amanda McIntyre

The Samuel B. and Margaret C. Mosher Foundation

Karen Poythress

Nye, Stirling, Hale & Miller LLP

Jerry Prawl

Sheila & Tom Prendiville

Stella Rose

Dr. Robert Ruby

Santa Barbara Cottage Health

Santa Barbara Independent

Santa Barbara Travel Bureau / Charles de L’Arbre

Schipper Construction Co.

Skin Deep / Torben & Lauren Von Staden

Roxanna & Randy Solakian

Olivia & Steve Starkey

Ursula Ruland & Ray Tracy

Weiser & Grant Dentistry / Lance Grant

LIMELIGHT - $2,500+

Mary Jane & Gunther Baumgartner

Elizabeth & Andrew Butcher

Nancy Casey

Lisa & Stephen Cloud

Michael Dunn

Davis & Bobsey Fansler

Dr. Bob Forinash

William Gilbert

Marshall Gorges

Grandfolia Interior Plants

Hubert Guillot de Suduiraut

Hayes Commercial Group

Laurie Bentson Kauth & William Kauth

Connie & Richard Kennelly

Rebecca & Theo Kracke

Kruger Benson Ziemer Architects, Inc.

Mark & Laurie McKinley

Mechanics Bank

Talia Van-Son Melnick & Peter Melnick

Limo Creative Studios / Michael Limotta

Norberg Family Foundation

Therese Pouliot

Melissa Fassett & David Sheehan

Sol Wave Water / Steve Nipper & Lori Zahn

GREENROOM - $1000+

Anonymous

Denise Dannemiller & David Asbell

 In honor of The great Lobero Sta�

Jim Bagley

Stephanie & Dennis Baker

Lisa & James Ballantine

Bayhurst Foundation

 Katherine P. Jose

M. Blackwell

Paul Blake & Mark Bennet

Lynn & Chris Brown

Patty Kelley & Jim Buckley

Marianne & Jordan Clark

Marcia & John Cohen

Watling Foundation

 Sallie & Curt Coughlin

Nancy & Thomas Crawford Jr.

Nancy Crouse

Karen Dalton

Delphine Dannemiller

Barbara & Charles de L'Arbre

Josie & Je� DeVine

Sallie & Jim Dougherty

Karen Roberts & Bradley Dyru�

Christine & Robert Emmons

Tisha Ford

Cynthia Frank

Edward Gatta & Jonathan Vaccaro

 In honor of Hale Milgrim

Beth & Dodd Geiger

Christina Criswell & John Philipp Gilbert

 In memory of Walter E. Criswell

Joan Gresh*

Paul C. Hilbun

Chana & James Jackson

Lynda & John Jackson, Jr.

David James

 In memory of Kenneth & Jenna James

Dawn & Joel Kaufman

 In memory of Je�rey Foskett
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Laurie Kirby

Glennis & Jim Malcolm

Siri & Bob Marshall

Jocelyn & William Meeker

 In honor of Steve Cloud

Terry Mehr & Martin Silvern

Maricela & Hank Mitchel

Eileen & William Nasif

Oshay Family Foundation

Kenneth Pasternack

Ellen & John S. Pillsbury III

Julie & Richard Powell

 In honor of Jim Dougherty

Nanci Robertson

Denise Sanford

Gina & Tom Schemenauer

Nancy Schlosser

Maureen & Les Shapiro

Dorine McInerney & David Suden

Tomchin Family Foundation

Susan & David Torrey

Anne Towbes

 In honor of Jim Dougherty

Dara Towers

Sandra & Robert Urquhart

Raquel Lopez & Luis Villegas

Patricia & Nicholas Weber

 In honor of 100 Years 1924 - 2024

Dr. Robert Weinman

Barbara White

Linda & Doug Wood

HEADLINER - $500+

Anonymous

Allen Axelband

Thomas Ayer

Patagonia

Richard Banks

Paige Beard

Terri & Donald Bennett

Annette & Dr. Richard Caleel

 In honor of Maria Caleel

Chris & Lanette Caratan

Virginia Castagnola-Hunter

 In honor of The Hollister Family

Denise & Mike Cutbirth

Anne & Je� Donahue

Margi & Roger Drue

James Ellis

Cynder Sinclair & Dennis Forster

Claudette & Gene Geller

Susan Bowman & Fred Greenfield

Robert Hart

 In memory of Peter Clark

Rhea Hayes

Rob Hunt

David Landecker

Kim & Don Lieberman

Leslie & Ray Mathiasen

Je�rey McFarland

Revae & Anthony Moran

Sarah Moray

Katie O'Brien Mowery & Brandon Mowery

 In honor of the wonderful union of Steve & Dana Hayes

Rita & Loren Nicklo�

Cynthia & David Oliver

Joanne Schoenfeld & Stuart Orenstein

Albert Reid

Gil Rosas

 In memory of Susan Jane Rosas

Arlene Satterlee

Stephen Schaible

Susan & George Schreiber

Carol & Mid Squier

Cheryl Stau�er

Evan Turpin

Ronie Vandergrift & James Braswell

Norm Waitt

Lynda Weinman & Bruce Heavin

George Whiteman

Jan M. Winn

 In memory of Peter Winn

APPLAUSE - $250+

Susan Alexander

Elizabeth & Paul Anderson

Anonymous

Mickey Babcock

Jill & Arnold Bellowe

Linda & Peter Beuret

Jennifer & Steven Brombal

Melissa & Ronald Brooks

William Burke

Blair Buster

 In memory of Hope Sawyer Kelly

Camille Cimini-Fruin

Bridget Colleary

Sally Irving & Michael Cook

Thomas Craveiro

Leslie Deardor�

Adrienne DeGuevara & Thomas Bunnell

Cinda & Don Erdman

Mary & Paul Genis

Diane & James Giles

Nancy Goldberg

Jan & Andy Goldman

Kerrilee & Martin Gore

Gina Graham

Aurora Lombardi & Charles R. Grimm

Joni & Robert Grubb

Je�rey & Jane Hanko�

Glen Holden

Jody & Tom* Holehouse

Kathryn Hughes

The James Family

 In memory of Jenna & Ken James

Lucie & Rich Janssen

Lee Johnson

Gerd & Peter Jordano

Lisa Kadowaki

Wendy Kaufman

 In honor of Brandon Mowery

Ami & Tom Kearns

Karen & Doug Kirk

Wayne Kleinman

Irene & Bruce Klores

Arlene & Milton* Larsen

Law O�ice of Renee M. Fairbanks

Michael Lewellen

Lori Lewis

Denise & George D. Lilly

Sandra Lynne

Isabella Madarang

David Mason

Whitney McDowell

Peggy Merizalde

Alan Nahmias

Leslie Odell

Lisa, Dan & Tyler Oh

Gerald Parent

Pauline Paulin

Marnie & Steven Pinsker

Hallie Poore

Kostis Protopapas

 In honor of the Lobero Team

Marla Quick

Alana & Peter Rathbone

Catherine Remak & John Savrnoch

Sybil Rosen

Joy Winer

Jan M. Winn

Gary Yencich

OPENING ACT - $100+

Manuel Abascal

Angela Aiena

Allyson Smith Aldrich & Todd Aldrich

Anonymous

Mary Arvizu

Bob Barbieri

Diane Baskin

 In honor of Julie Main

Dinah & Jerome Baumgartner

Susan Bechtel

Judith Bell & Monty Cole

Benjamars Bemis

Eric Bender

Jack Bianchi

Toni Lorien & Ned Bixby

Ron Blitzer

Tracy & Michael Bollag

Scott Borman

Garin Bougie

Debra Brandon

 In memory of Graham Lovejoy

Jane Brody & Royce Adams

Elizabeth & Norman Brown

Linda & Gary Brummett

Bertha Burns

Linda Sta�ord Burrows

Jim Buster

 In honor of Gaylen Carroll

Karen & Jack Byers

Denise Caracas

Lily Carey

Stephen Carlan

Janet & Stephen Carlson

Jim Carrillo

John C. Chambers

Carolyn Chandler & Randy Le�ingwell

Christina Contreras-Pfau

Andrea Correa

Joan Cummings

Joan Davidson

Adrianne & Andrew Davis

Robert Dein

Linda Diamant

James Dobbins

Marilyn Dove

Nina Dunbar

 In honor of Opera Santa Barbara
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Lyn & David Anderson

Margo & Je�rey Barbakow

The Coeta & Donald Barker Foundation

Bernstein Family Fund

Bentson Foundation

Marlyn Bernard Bernstein*

Sarah Boyajian

Lynn & Chris Brown

George L. Burtness

The Estate of Janet Caminetti

Ann C. Carneros

Louise & Tim Casey

Sarah & Roger Chrisman

Jim & Sallie Dougherty

Godric Foundation

Pamela Elliot & Scott Frasier

Hannah-Beth Jackson & George Eskin

Greg Farrington

Margo & Robert Feinberg

Alan Fenton

Bill Ferguson

Dr. Ernest Ferrel

Eileen Finnegan

Veronica Fish

 In memory of my mother  

 Noemi Di Salvatore

Dianne Flanigan

Jay Frank

Gail & Hunt Gammel

Anne & David L. Gersh

Kathryn Greene

Sherrie & Michael Grimes

Elizabeth Downing & Peter Hasler

Barbara Hirsch

Chris Hunnell

Pamela & Robert Hyland

Sandra Lei Isa

Fleurette & Eric Janigian

Linda Brown & Von Jansma

Sharlae & Greg Jenkins

Patricia & Bob Jones

The David Jones Charitable Fund

AJ Kamp

Maia Kikerpill

Peter Kulp

Elyse Kutz

Susan Land

Charles Lang

Elinor & James Langer

Bruce Larson

Jere & Dr. Fima Lifshitz

Elisabeth & Je�rey Lipsman

Jerome Lowenthal

Noel Lucky & Je�rey Ris

Mark Lueken

Joseph MacDonald

Mavis & John Mayne

Mari & J. Patrick McAlister 

Patrick McClellan

Sally McDonald

Loretta Metzger

Robert Meyer

Anne & Hale Milgrim

 In honor of The Lobero Sta�, Box O�ice,   

 Ushers & Tech Crew

Laurie & Darrow Milgrim

Kay Miller

Sylvie & Marcel Monsivais

Dixie & Martin Moore

Barbara Morse

Marcie Musser

Cecilia Martini-Muth & Geo� Muth

 In honor of my Lobero Family

Lee Neuenschwander

Christie & Rod Ontjes

Rebecca Amundsen & Tim Owens

 In honor of Stephen Cloud &  

 David Asbell

Frank Padilla

Joanne & Gregory Payne

Jean M. Perlo�

Lanette Perry

Susan Petty

Jan & Reilly Pollard

Gaines Post

Joe Puliti

Andrew Quinn

Wendy & James Read

Debra Reed

 In memory of Ted Reed

Suzy & Chris Reinhart

Melissa Riparetti-Stepien

Alexander Rose

Mary Rose & Frank Artusio

Mark Rosenthal

Judy Rossiter

Carlton Rowland

Mike Russell

 In honor of 150 years of The Lobero

Cynthia & John Sanger

Christine & Hal Saunders

Cindy Schaefer

Lee Scheuermann

Leslie Schneiderman

Diana Schwarzbein

Loren Shepard

The Simon Sisters

Dale Zurawski & Geo�rey Sla�

Anne Sprecher

John Sullivan

Carol & Joseph Sullivan

Linda Taber

Jenny & John Tanner

Eric Taylor

James Teague

 In memory of Lucia Teague

Gail & David Teton-Landis

Cynthia Thomas

Stuart Thomson

Mark Trueblood & Beatrice Appay

Gebb Turpin, Jr.

Evan Turpin

Marta Ulvaeus

Megan Vanderwall

Patricia Verdugo Johnson & Scott Johnson

Mary Walsh

Sally & G. William Arnett

Gerry Weinmaster

Donna & Patrick Will

Katherine Zeiss

Monica & Steve Zeimer

Leslie Zuller

 In honor of Scott Claassen

Christine A. Green

Robert W. Hanrahan

Catherine & Jim Haslem

Hollis Norris Fund

Hutton Parker Foundation

Ann Jackson Family Foundation

Peter & Gerd Jordano

Elaine & Herbert Kendall*

Kind World Foundation

Christian D. Kraus

Liselotte Kuttler Trust

Ellen Lawson

Joan & Jim Lindsey

LLWW Foundation

Jamie Maguire

Harold McAlister Foundation

John McGovern

Mericos Foundation

John C. Mithun Foundation

Mary & Jim Morouse

Muzzy Family Foundation

Eileen & William Nasif

Harold & Valerie Oquist*

Kären Pick

Leslie & Frank Schipper

Jan & John G. Severson

Lewis M. Smith*

Mary Jean Thomson

Anne & Michael* Towbes

Estate of Michael Towbes

Jodie & Bruce Willard

WWW Foundation and Brett & Natalie Hodges

Ovation Campaign Supporters

Endowment Donors


